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W.i TITH the increased emnplhasis on the
fanmily, as well as the individual, as a

basic uIniit ariouIndwlCich to plan public health
activities, the nieed for statistics oni family for-
inatioin anid family dissolution is generally
recognized. The consequent incr.ease in the de-

mi.and for statistics on marriages and divorces
lhas stininitlated the developmenit of registration
systemis, p)articularly witlhin the last decade.

In genieral, State departmenits of lhealtlh col-
lect, Process, ancl publislh the vital statistics of
individual States. Locationi of the State files
or inidexes of imarriages and divorces in the vital
statistics offices places the job of lhandlinig these
recorcds in the lhands of personis already skilled
in the maniagement of vital records an(d saves

the added overhliead costs that would be incurred
by establislhing,r separate offices.

Increase in States With Central Files

Trie nuumber of areas that maintain cenitral
files of imar riage and divoorce records has
steadily incrieased. TIhis is important since
arleas that do ot Inainitainl such1 files are not in
a positioni to p)rovide coml)relhensive statistics.
IIn 194.5, 34 areas imiainitained cenitral files of

imarriiage records. By the end of 1954, 40
alreals-36) States, Territories, aniid 1 inidepend-
ent city-maintained central files (fig. 1). Di-
vorce recor-ds were cenitrally filed in 23 areas in
1945. At the end of 1954, these recor-ds were

centrally filed in 34 areas-30 States, 3 Terri-
tories, and 1 independent registration area

(fig. 2).
In areas witlh no cenitral files, it is possible

to obtain certaini data, but these are limited in
sco)pe an(l often inicomplete in coverage.

Standardizing Report Forms

Sinice 1945, great progress hlas been made
toward standardizincg the itemus of information
to be obtained oIn mnarriage anid divorce report
fomnis. In 1954, the staincdarid record of mar-

iage and the stanidar-d record of divor ce or

anniulment prepaired by the Public Healtlh
Service were forinially enidorsed by the Public
Hlealtlh Conference oni Records and Statistics,
a cooperative organization lnIa(le ul) of official
rel)resentatives of the vital reristration and

public lhealtlh statistical activities of eaclh State,
Territory, anid in(lel)endent reegistrationi area.

A long period of discussioni lhadl preceded this
action by confereniee meimbers (1). The con-

fer enice also ecommiiiiend(le(d a list of optional
items for incluisiont oIn the State report forms
to provide data, for miior e initenisive stutdy of
marriages anid diVorCes.

Although somne uiser s of niarriaige anid (livorce
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Figure 1. Forty areas maintaining centralized marriage records, 1954.

1951

_ Records Maintained in Area Offices.

v Records Mointained in Individual Courts.

Central Divorce Files Established Since 1945 Indicated by Year.

statistics will regret the omllissionl of certain
itemiis froimi the stanlard r-ecord form'ls, the fact
that suclh for-ms exist, will miieani iinpirovenent
in the comparability anid comiiprehensiveniess of
thle niatioinal statistics tlhat become available.
The iniformation requested on these forms and
tlie optional itemiis reconimiended by the work-
iiggr(riotip aile listed oni pages 350 and 351.
Procedure miianuiials for use witlh the standard

report foirmls are beingo develoL)ed by the Na-
tional Office of Vital Statistics and the State
registrars. These mianuiials will cover (lefini-
tionls of termils; stuggested codinig, puniichingc, and
tabullatiniginistrutictionls; anld related nuiatters.

Improvement in Available Statistical Data

Since 1945, the accuracy of annual. statistics
of nItarriages .and diVorces for thie UIiited States
has increased. The ainomnt of necessary esti-
matifng for n 1issilsir (lat,a fr'oml- nionrieportingr
areas Ii as beein re(l ced siiieeiccore conmiprehen-
sive relports are now receive(l from- the States.

9\ /N~~~~~~~~~~~DL \,N CITY
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-NW ORLEANS
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Statistics on certain clharacteristics of persons
recentlv married or divorced are published an-
nually. Reports have been issued for selected
aireas since 1948 (2-10), andithe numnber of areas
providinlg suclh statistics has increased. Re-
ports for 1953 lhave been received from 42 areas,
includinig a few areas wlichl do not have, central
files.
The da-ta are tabulated according to table out-

linles distributed annutally by the National Of-
fice of Vital Statistics. Under this program
the cost of obtaining the data is minimal to the
Federail Goverunment. However, exceL)t for ob-
viouIs errors and inconsistencies, it is impossible
to ascertain the accuracy of the tabulations re-
ceived from the States. Quality controls are
the riesponisibility of eaclh rep)orting State.
Monthly statistics of mnarriages or mnarriage

licenses oni a provisioinal basis have been pub-
li.shed since 1944 ('11-13). Special tabulations
of miarriagre licenses for cities of over 100,000
lpoL)plation cover data from 1939 (.13-16).
AMonthly statistics oni divorces for reporting
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Figure 2. Thirty-four areas maintaining centralized divorce records, 1954.
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areas began with 1949 data. At that tine regui-
lar reports were received from 16 areas (12).
By 1954 the number of areas r-eporting divorces
eaclh monith totaled 30 (13).

National statistics on the social clharacteris-
tics of persons at the time of marriage are also
beinig comnpiledl on the basis of national sample
surveys coniduicted in cooperationi withl the Bu-
reau of the Census. The first of these surlveys
was carried out in 1953 (17) aiid the seconid, in
1954. These sample surveys lhave provided a
valuable supplement to the presently incom-
plete data obtained froim registration records.
Additional reports- will provide data on eco-
nomic and social characteristics of recently mlar-
ried persoins.

Plans for the Future

The Workinig Grouip on Marriage anid Di-
vorce of the Public Ilealth Conferenice oni Rec-
or(ls and Statistics has recommi1enide(I certain
steps to imaprove nationial marriage and divorce

statistics. These recon-iniend-ations have been
givenia vote of apLprovsal by the great majority
of the imieibers of the coinferenice anid are now
beinig imnplemented as follows:

AX registration area for marriage statistics is
to be. established, effective January 1, 1956. One
year later a registration area for divorce statis-
tics will be establislhed. The criteria for admit-
tincg a State or an inidepenCdenlt registrationi area,
to the marriage registration area, and later, to
the divorce reg,istration area, have been agreed
u1pon1. These include-

1. Central record files for malrriages and di-
vorces containinig iteml-s on the standard record
of marriage and stanidarcd record of divorce or
anniiulmineiit forms, in the State office.

2. Adoption of report forms of marriage and
divorce conitaining the itemls oni the stan(dard
record of imiariia(ge anid stair(lard recor(l of di-
vorce or ailmllilenit forms.

. Regrular reports to the State office by all
local areas.

4. Agrreemenit betweeni State office anid the
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Information Requested on Standard Record
of Marriage

Items on Form:

County
State file No.
Application for marriage license:

For both bride and groom-
Name (first, middle, last)
Date of birth (month, day, year)
Usual residence (State, county, city, or town)
Place of birth (State or foreign country)
Previous marital status
Number of previous marriages
Color or race
Usual occupation
Kind of business or industry
Date and signatures of applicants

Certification:
Date of marriage (month, day, year)
Place of marriage (county, State)
Date of recording
Signature and title of official making return to

State health department

Optional Additional Items Recommended by the
Working Group on Marriage and Divorce:

In States receiving original records of marriage, the
word "Certificate" may be substituted for
" Record."

In addition to "State file No.," provision may be
made for "Local file No."

In item for "Usual residence," provision may be
made for "Street address or RFD No."

The following items may be added:
Names of parents
Name or signature, title, and denomination of

officiant
Religious preference or denomination of bride
and groom

Possible additional items:
The item "Highest grade of school completed"

has merit as an optional item for States that
may be interested in the subject, although it
was not discussed at the last meeting of the
working group.

Nationial Office of Vital Statistics oni joint test-
ing'r of rep)ortilig for coimipleteness and accuracy.
The key Clriterioni relates to tests of complete-

ness ancd accuracy. Agreemenit is to be reached
between the National Office of Vital Statistics
and the individual States regarding the tests to
be carried out in each State. These tests will aid
in locating any iimperfections in the reporting
systemii of a tgiven State so that remedial steps
may be takeni. In the preparation of a working
documenit on tests of completeness and accuracy
of mlarriage reporting, it became evident that
the index to State files of marriage records was
of criucial iimiportance; consequently, a detailed
stuidy of suelh State indexes is being made. In
the fall of 1955, it is planned to lprovide the
Workingr Grouip on AIarriage and Divorce with
data oni all States maintainiing central files of
marriage records anid to ask the advice of the
working, group regardling the States to be ad-
mnitted to the marriage registration area in
Januarv 1956.

-A nmarriage registration test (AIRT) in coIn-
nection with the 1960 census has been proposed
by several State registrars. This would parallel
the birth reg,istration test (I3RT) in 1940 and
19-50. This possible project will be explored
with officials of the IBuireau of the Census. A
divorce registratioii test in 1960 lhas beeni sug,-
gested.

Furtlher exploration will be made of sample
surveys in obtaining useful marriage and di-
vorce data. The results obtained so far are
distinctly encouraging.
The needs of the consutmers of marriage and

divorce statistics will be sttudied by subcommit-
tees of the ITnited States National Committee
oni Vital and Health Statistics appointed by the
Surgeon General of the Public Health Service.
A subcommiiiittee on utilization of marriage sta-
tistics is bringing togrether persons with varied
iinterests to determine the types of information
most useful to major conisumer groups. It may
propose a consumer survey. A similar commit-
tee oi dlivorce statistics will be establislhed at a
later date. The reports of these two committees
will provi(le a basis for possible modification
of the progrram of niarriagre and divorce statis-
tics to mseet the needs of the consumers.
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Information Requested on Standard Record
of Divorce or Annulment

Items on Form:

County
State file No.
Local file No.
For husband-
Name, (first, middle, last)

For wife-
Maiden name (first, middle, last)

For both husband and wife:
Date of birth (month, day, year)
Usual residence (city, county, State)
Place of birth (State or foreign country)
Number of this marriage
Race or color
Usual occupation
Kind of business or industry

Place of this marriage
Date of marriage (month, day, year)
Number of children under 1 8
Plaintiff
Decree granted to
Legal grounds for decree

Optional Additional Items Recommended by the
Working Group on Marriage and Divorce:

In States that grant other than absolute divorces,
title may include word "Absolute."

In item "Usual residence," provision may be made
for "Street address or RFD No."

To item "Number of children under 18" may be
added "Number of children born alive this
marriage."

To item "Legal grounds for decree" may be added
"Number of children to custody of-husband;
wife; other (specify)".

To item "Number of this marriage" may be added
"Last marriage ended by-death, divorce,
annulment."

To item "Place of this marriage" may be added
"Date of separation" and "Place of separation."

Possible additional items:
The item "Highest grade of school completed"

has merit as an optional item for States that
may be interested in the subject, although it
was not discussed at the last meeting of the
working group.
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PHS Civil Defense Training
The PtIblic hlealtlh Service hias offered the first of a ser ies of 2-week

trainiing courses for p)hysicians and otlher professional lhealtlh per-
sonniiel whlo wotuld be called to duty in tlhe event of eniemly action or
other national emergency.
The training courses are a plhase of the Service's recently announced

emiiergeniey prograiii to expand its Commissioned Reserve Corps by
5,000 officers before July 1, 1956.
The course started oIn March 14, 1955. A second 2-week course is

schleduled for -Mav 15. Additional courses will be scheduled later.
Each course covers two main categories: one, the tasks with wlhichl

a health department staff is generally familiar but for whiclh addi-
tionial lhelp) is required, suclh as those created by extensive disruption
of ptublic facilities and mass displacement of civilianis in consequence
of enemiiy action or niatural disaster; ancd, twvo, thie unusual tasks for
wlhiclh new skills as well as additional h-elp nmay be needed by a health
departmIenlt, suelh as clhemical, biological, aind radiological warfare
defense, epidemic reporting, imionitoring raldioactivity, decontamina-
tion1, and related action.

1urigii the first, week, trainees spend 3 days at the Federal Civil
D)efense Adiiinlistration Staff College at Olney, Md., on the outskirts
of Washington, D. C. There they receive briefing on the. strategic
aspects of civil defense. The remaiinder of the period is spent at
Public IIealth Service lheadquarters in Waslhington.

.Additional information may be obtained from: Clhief, Trainiing
I3llanlch, Division- of Personinel, Public Health Service, Department of
Ilealth, Educatioin, and Welfare, Washlinigtoni 25, D. C.
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